xNiduregelia edmundoi (Leme) Leme, comb. nov. Nidularium, Brom of Atl For. 178-9. 2000  Decided by Butcher/Gouda May 2018 to treat as a Cultivar ‘Edmundoi’
Basionym: Nidularium edmundoi Leme, Bradea 4 (34): 270-271, pl. 4, fig. d -j. 1986.

LEAVES 18 to 25, suberect, forming a funnelform rosette; 

SHEATHS elliptic or suboblong, 12-15 x 6-8 cm, greenish or sometimes reddish, or purplish abaxially, densely brown ​lepidote; 

BLADES sublinear, slightly if at all narrowed toward the base, canaliculate, 30-45 x 4-5 cm, subcoriaceous, green or purplish-red toward the apex, minutely white-lepidote, apex acute and conspicuously apiculate, margins densely to subdensely spinulose, spines 0.5-1.5 mm long, 4-5 mm apart. 

SCAPE 6-10 cm long, 0.7-1 cm in diameter, inconspicuously brown-lepidote, shorter than the leaf sheaths; 

SCAPE BRACTS the basal ones foliaceous, shorter to slightly exceeding the inflorescence, the upper ones ovate, acute and apiculate, densely spinulose and reddish toward the apex, subdensely brown ​lepidote, ca. 5 cm long. 

INFLORESCENCE bipinnate to tripinnate at base, narrowly obconic to subtubulose, 6-9 cm long, (3-) 5-7 cm in diameter, slightly exceeding the leaf sheaths but not elevated above the rosette; 

PRIMARY BRACTS suberect, brown-lepidote toward the base and white-lepidote toward the apex, dark red, densely spinulose near the apex, spines 1-1.5 mm long, the lower bracts ovate, apex acute and apiculate, 8-11 x 4.5 cm; 

FASCICLES 7 to 10, the lower ones 40-60 x 25-35 mm, 6-to-13-flowered, peduncle ca. 10 x 10 mm; 

FLORAL BRACTS triangular to long ovate-lanceolate, apex acute and minutely apiculate, spinulose at apex, 25-40 x 12-20 mm, greenish to dark red, sparsely brown-lepidote toward the base, brown-lanate toward the apex, slightly exceeding the ovary to equaling the sepals. FLOWERS 45-50 mm long, pedicels 3-8 mm long; 

SEPALS narrowly elliptic to narrowly lanceolate, apex acute to acuminate, 20-23 x 5-6 mm, connate for ca. 3 mm, glabrous, greenish; 

PETALS 27-30 mm long, connate for 15-17 mm, tube white, lobes 10-13 x 5 mm, narrowly oblong-elliptic, light blue at anthesis, turning pink and very slightly twisted afterward, apex narrowly obtuse-cucullate, bearing 2 callosities at base; 

ANTHERS 5-7 mm long, apex apiculate, dorsifixed at 2/5 to 1/2 their length above the base; STIGMA ellipsoid, margins lacerate; 

OVARY subclavate, ca. 12 mm long, ca. 4 mm in diameter. 

FRUITS unknown.

TYPE: Bahia, Piata, A. Seidel 1005 legit, fl. cult. Jan. 1986, E. Leme 869. Holotype: HB. Isotypes: RB, WU.

ETYMOLOGY

This nothospecies is named in honor of Brazilian botanist and bromeliad specialist, Edmundo Pereira (1914-1986), one of the founders of the Herbarium Bradeanum.

MATERIAL EXAMINED

Espirito Santo: Cachoeiro de Itapemirim, A. Seidel 1004, fl. cult. Jan. 1996, E. Leme 797 (HB, RB).

DISCUSSION

Nidularium edmundoi was transferred to the nothogenus X Niduregelia because it has very low pollen-grain fertility (see chapter 7) and also because this taxon has an aberrant suite of floral traits that do not fit the pattern tailored to Nidularium. Furthermore, it seems quite likely that this taxon did not have natural origin (see chapter 7) but was spawned in cultivation without human intervention.

The morphological traits of X Niduregelia edmundoi suggest that it is a hybrid of Nidularium procerum and Neoregelia sp.
(Neoregelia subgen. Neoregelia).The subcoriaceous leaves with densely to subdensely spinose blades, multiflowered fascicles, and blue petals only slightly longer, in comparison, than the sepals are characteristic of N. procerum. This species is very common in Santa Catarina, even in cultivation, where X Niduregelia edmundoi probably originated. The flower fascicles of the hybrid have more flowers (up to 13) and a more pulvinate, less flabellate ​complanate format due to the more polystichous arrangement of the flowers. This pattern seems to hold among hybrids of Nidularium and Neoregelia; it was described and illustrated by Ule (1899) for a natural hybrid of Ni. utriculosum and Ne. cruenta.

The longest pedicel reported for flowers of Nidularium is 5 mm long. In X Niduregelia edrnundoi, however, flower pedicels may be up to 8 mm long and are as well developed as those of Neoregelia. The petals of this hybrid proportionally exceed sepal length only slightly (by ca. 7 mm), that is, even less than in Nidularium procerum (ca. 15 mm), and are slightly twisted and turn pink after anthesis.The anthers are dorsifixed nearer the base as in Neoregelia and not in the median segment as in Nidularium.

 DISTRIBUTION & HABITAT

The natural origin of this bigeneric hybrid is doubtful (see chapter 7). The grower of this bromeliad, Alvim Seidel, a well-​known horticulture enthusiast from Santa Catarina state does not number plants as they enter his collection. A specimen receives his collection number only when it is sent to be identified, that is, when it leaves the collection. This control method may lead to oversight, especially when data on the origin of a specimen is left to memory, and may naturally fail over the years as the amount of data increases.

